
In Touch 
THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, FLANDERS, NJ 07836  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)  
 
WHAT: Pandamania - where  we  will explore 

how God is wild about us!! 
 
WHEN:  August 1 - 5  
 
TIME:  9:00  AM - 12:00 PM 
 
WHERE:  Here at UPC, rain or shine.  
 
UPC members please register your children as 
soon as possible for this year's Vacation Bible 
School.  We can only hold a maximum of 130 
campers. We have a registration form on the 
church website and the public is already 
registering on a daily basis.  We do not want 

any UPC members to miss 
being able to attend.  You can 
register on-line now and fill out 
the form when you are in 
church or fill out the attached 
form and bring with you.  Don't 

miss out. Register as soon  as possible.  
PandaMania "Where God is wild about you!" 
promises to be a wonderful week here at UPC. 

Team “Pennies From Heaven”  
Invites you, your family & friends to 

“A Concert on the Lawn For Cancer”  
Saturday, June 4, 2011 

2:30-6pm 
at The United Presbyterian Church, Flanders 

(Ball field) 
58 Drakesdale Rd, Flanders 

Bring your picnic blankets, chairs and 
lunch/dinner 

for an afternoon of music  
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  

STRICTLY PROHIBITED 
  

Pre-Sale Tickets:   
$10 Adults/$5 children under 10 years old 

At the Door Tickets:   
$12 Adults/$6 children under 10 years old 

 
Tickets will be sold at the following locations: 

Mount Olive H.S.   
Saturday, May 7th – 1:30-2:30pm 

United Presbyterian Church, Flanders  
(Front Lawn) 

May 12 & 18:    6-7:15 pm 
May 21:  4-5:15pm 

May 22:  11:30-12:45 
or contact Lisa Silkowski/Cindy Peach  

for tickets  
Performances by Various Professional Artists 
Jazz, Pop, Rock, New Country, Americana, 

Funkabilly & Western Blues 
 

FEATURING 
Moderately Bright Four 
The Paul Gargiulo Band 

Lonesome Whistles 
Metropolitan Sax Quartet 

MOHS Jazz Band & Sax Ensemble 
100% proceeds will go to the  

American Cancer Society 
“Relay for Life” 

Apartment needed 
 
There is a middle aged-but not too elderly 

i n d i v i d u a l  i n  o u r 
congregation who will soon 
be looking for either a 
studio, one bedroom or 
basement type apartment 
with little or no stairs to 
contend with and one that 
preferably allows pets (1 
dog). Rent needs to be 
reasonable. If you or 

anyone you know has this type of available 
living arrangement, please contact Rev. Rick 
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Another six week period of 
Lent has come and gone. 
Spring is here and I hope 
that by the time this gets 
to everyone our weather 

is more consistently better. It 
was a tough winter and spring 

hasn’t been much better so far. As I 
write this the Tuesday of Holy Week, it’s a 
gloomy and drizzly day outside. Besides, 
we’ve now got a church softball season to 
attend to! 
 

While Holy Week leads up to Easter as the 
high point of the church calendar, it does not 
and should not end there. Traditionally as the 
forty days of Lent led up to Easter, so Easter 
itself set in motion another period of time 
known as “The Great Fifty Days”. This fifty-day 
period runs from Easter to Pentecost, from the 
day of resurrection to the day often marked as 
the “birthday” of the church. During this fifty-
day period, the church would celebrate the 
resurrection stories culminating in the Lord’s 
Ascension and then the sending of the Spirit to 
that small band of disciples gathered in 
Jerusalem. The birth of the church and the 
Christian mission it commences is where the 
Jesus stories take us. It is the transition from 
the ministry of Jesus to the ministry of the 
church in Jesus’ name by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It is, as Paul Harvey used to 
intone, “the rest of the story”, a story of divine 
mercy, compassion and care that continues to 
make a difference in the world through the 
community which bears Christ’s name. 
 

In the latest issue of our Presbyterian worship 
magazine “Call to Worship”, editor Kimberly 
Bracken Long comments, “If Easter is the 
central even of the Christian year, why do we 
not prolong the celebration? In the fourth 
century, the church insisted that worshipers 
neither fast nor kneel during the weeks 
following Easter; they were to stand with arms 
raised in an unending song of thanks and 
praise. Why not us?” 
 

It’s a great question. Why not us? Why not 
prolong this great celebration of good news? 
Easter Sunday may be the end of Lent, but 
more importantly, it is the beginning of a joyful 

 

Rick’s  

Ramblings 

season celebrating the mystery at the heart of 
our faith – “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!” 
Surely, we need more than one Sunday to 
celebrate Easter! And taking seriously the 
“season” of Easter, the Great Fifty Days, also 
reminds us that in our Reformed tradition, 
every Sunday is a celebration of Christ’s living 
presence with us (after all Easter is the reason 
we worship on Sunday rather than the Jewish 
Saturday Sabbath!). As Kim Long also points 
out, “Like the honeymoon after the wedding, 
the Great Fifty Days (ten days longer than the 
forty days of Lent) offer the church a long 
celebration of new life). 
 

This year at UPC we are going to stretch out 
Easter through the Great Fifty Days. We are 
going to enjoy this Easter “honeymoon”. We 
will explore again the attempts the gospel 
writers make to put this great mystery into 
story. We will sing some familiar and some 
new worship music giving voice to the wonder 
of these fifty days. We will sing our share of 
Alleluias (can we ever sing enough?). Perhaps 
then we will be ready to say “goodbye” to 
Jesus on Ascension Sunday and “hello” to the 
Pentecost Spirit that continues to guide and 
empower our witness as disciples. 
 
Grace and peace, 

Rev. Rick 

5th Annual Golf Outing 
Tuesday, June 7, 2011 

 

Our 2nd Annual Charity golf outing will be held 
on Tuesday, June 17th at the Flanders Valley 
Golf Course. 12:00pm Shotgun start. 
Registration/Spronsorship papers can be 
found in the narthex.  Contact Suzanne 
D i M o n d a  @  9 7 3 - 4 4 8 - 1 0 6 7  o r 
jsdimonda@aol.com.  

 

Mark your calendars! 
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The United Presbyterian Church 
58 Drakesdale Road 
 Flanders, NJ 07836 

 
Phone:  973-584-8195 and 973-584-1450 
Fax:  973-584-8253 
 
Pastor:  Rev. Rick Oppelt 
Church e-mail:  office@unitedpcf.com 
Website:  www..unitedpcf.com 
In Touch e-mail:  UPCintouch@aol.com 
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A

ugust 1 - 5    9:00am
 – 12:00pm

 
A

ge 4 (by 10/11) to com
pleted 5

th grade 
 C

hild’s N
am

e: _________________________________ 
A

ddress:______________________________________   
              ______________________________________ 
Phone #: _____________________________________ 
C

ell Phone #:__________________________________ 
Parent’s N

am
e/s: _______________________________ 

E-m
ail A

ddress:________________________________ 
Em

ergency C
ontact:_____________________________

 
    &

 N
um

ber:_____________________________ 
A

llergies: _____________________________________ 
B

irth D
ate:____________________________________ 

G
rade C

om
pleted: ______________________________ 

Parents &
 teens…

..H
ow

 can you help out during the w
eek? 

 ___ Teaching 
 

 
 

 
___ H

elp w
ith skits, gam

es, video (1 or m
ore days) 

 
 

 
___ H

elp preparing snacks  
 

___ H
elp w

ith decorations (2 w
eeks before) 

___ Teen helper 7
th grade &

 up 
 

___ O
ther _________________________________ 

 N
am

e and the day(s) I can help:_____________________________________ 
(There is also a sign-up sheet in the hallw

ay.) 
 T

here w
ill be no fee for this B

ible school class, but a donation 
w

ould be m
uch appreciated.  O

nly as a guide, w
e usually spend 

about $15 - $20 per child to run this program
. 
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R

  

Through a series of photographs taken throughout the 
entire 

w
eek 

of 
various 

V
BS 

events, 
the 

U
nited 

Presbyterian C
hurch Fam

ily can enjoy the fun and 
excitem

ent experienced by our children. 
 W

e respect the privacy of all individuals, and for that 
reason w

e ask that you please com
plete the follow

ing 
photo release consent for your child(ren). 
 B

y signing this photo release consent form
, I give the 

U
nited Presbyterian C

hurch of Flanders perm
ission to 

use m
y child’s photograph for publications, prom

otional 
purposes, w

ebsite, m
edia press release and coverage, 

bulletin boards, U
PC

 scrapbook/photo album
 and other 

such purposes on behalf of the U
nited Presbyterian 

C
hurch. 

 N
am

e of parent/guardian (please print): 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature:  ____________________________________ 

D
ate:  ________________________________________ 

O
R

 

I do not w
ish to have m

y child’s picture taken. 

N
am

e of parent/guardian (please print): 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature:  ____________________________________ 

D
ate:  ________________________________________ 


